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PRESS RELEASE 
Basepoint presents £10,000 donation to Portfield School
Basepoint, Christchurch has handed over a cheque to the pupils of Portfield School to the sum of £10,000. 

The funds came directly from the company’s profits as a matched fund for the £10,000 raised by the Wessex Autistic Society specifically for heating and cooling systems at the modern purpose built school for children with autism.

Basepoint business centre, which is owned by the ACT charitable organisation, chose The Society as its charity of the year and set up a match fund offering of £10,000 at the start of the financial year 2008. Throughout 2008/09 several events were held by the Society’s own fundraising department, after which Basepoint doubled the funds to benefit pupils, all of whom are on the autism spectrum.

Carly Thompson, centre manager at Basepoint says; “All of us here at Basepoint think the society’s Portfield School is fantastic, so it was the obvious choice for our donation and as the School is only down the road from us and it’s nice to be able to help our neighbours!” 
The project Basepoint chose to back was the installation of a state of the art heating and cooling system at Portfield School, which is computerised and energy efficient, allowing rooms to be individually temperature controlled, depending on students needs and the changing climate, improving the comfort of the pupils.
Debbie Anderson, Fundraising and Marketing Manager, The Wessex Autistic Society, says: “We are thrilled and owe Basepoint a huge thank you! The Society had to raise £10,000 in order to get the full match donation, so we would like to also thank all the people whose individual support helped contribute to this outcome. The school was delighted to receive the full fund in order to install the new eco friendly heating and cooling system which is perfect for the unique design of the school building.” 
Basepoint Bournemouth provides a wide range of flexible business accommodation, from small one or two-person units, through to mid-size and larger units. It includes a range of workshops and studios. 
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Press enquiries to:
Lindsey Sergeant or Debbie Anderson

The Wessex Autistic Society, 22 Bargates, Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1QL

T. 01202 703587 /703192, F. 01202 483171

E. l.sergeant@twas.org.uk 

Notes to editors: 

Portfield School

Portfield school is a residential and day school for children from the ages of two to nineteen. It is located at Parley Lane, Christchurch and run by The Wessex Autistic Society. It offers a personalised curriculum for students with autism and related learning disabilities.

The Wessex Autistic Society: 

Local charity, the Wessex Autistic Society was formed 40 years ago by a group of parents of children with autism. It is a voluntary organisation, which aims to ensure that all people with autism and related conditions, and their carers, in the Wessex region, have access to appropriate education, care, support, and development services. The Society covers Dorset, Somerset, West Hampshire and Wiltshire.

The society offers several services, including day and boarding education for children, residential day and community support services to adults, respite and behavioural support to children and families, support groups for parents and carers and employment services for adults with autism.
The Society is committed to ensuring that people with autism should enjoy the same rights and privileges as the rest of the population, including the right to accessible and suitable activities
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