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CANTERBURY INNOVATION CENTRE CELEBRATES CONSTRUCTION MILESTONE WITH TOPPING OUT CEREMONY
Basepoint celebrated the completion of the construction phase of the Canterbury Innovation Centre on the 10th of June 2009 when representatives of Basepoint, SEEDA, the contractors, Canterbury City Council and the University of Canterbury all came together on the site for the topping-out ceremony.
For the actual ceremony itself members of each of the organisations went up in a scissor lift to fix the final screws to the edge of the roof, an activity that many left behind on the ground were more than happy to be observing rather than taking part in.

The Canterbury Innovation Centre is a major development taking place on the campus of the University, and is intended to act as a hub for new technology companies in their early stages of development, both from the university and the wider community.  Funded by SEEDA, the building is located on an environmentally sensitive site overlooking the historic city of Canterbury and as such has been designed and built to an extremely demanding specification, both visually and environmentally.  Features include the installation of solar panels, the ability to harvest rainwater, a sustainable urban drainage system and a biomass boiler.  
Also present at the event were the directors of the first company to sign up as licensees.  Mark Kerr, founding director of Campus Media UK, and his team will be moving in when the centre completes its fitting out.  Campus Media UK is an independent marketing agency that seeks to fuse the student enterprise with highly knowledgeable business expertise.  They are particularly active devising and managing campaigns for the public sector, and at the same time Mark is working towards his PhD at the university.  In a separate ceremony in front of the building Basepoint Centres executive director Brian Andrews presented him with the key to the building.
The new innovation centre will be fully managed by Basepoint and will open its doors to licensees towards the end of 2009.
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