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New centre tenants are in the business of backing charity

Wednesday, September 23, 2009, 23:00

A NEW business centre in Exeter has announced plans to support a local charity.

The Basepoint Business Centre in Marsh Barton is already a hive of activity, with 50 companies having moved in since the building was completed in January.

The £4.5 million development in Yeoford Way comprises a mix of offices, studios and light industrial workshops across two new buildings.

Deputy Lord Mayor of Exeter Ruth Smith performed the official opening yesterday, marking the culmination of over two years' design and building work.

Basepoint is a subsidiary of grant-making charity the ACT Foundation, with all profit 

The school's fundraising and public relations officer, Gemma Boyland, said: "We are absolutely over the moon that we are their first charity. Every year we need to raise £200,000 to provide specialist facilities and equipment that have a positive long-term impact on our young people's lives, and Basepoint will match-fund all the money we raise up to a set limit."

Centre manager Michelle Watson said the venue had proved popular with a wide variety of start-up and established businesses, with tenants ranging from a printer to a personal gym.

"The response has been fantastic," she said. "I know we are in a recession but we have hit all our targets.

"At the moment we have 3,000 sq ft left and I expect it to go very quickly. Our tenants like the friendly atmosphere and the community feel. People say there's a buzz here and that comes from the relationship we build up with our tenants."

Companies operating from Basepoint include Stage Electrics, which set up an administration office there three months ago. Business development manager Anne Pengelly said: "It's a very comfortable environment and an easy place to work, and it's certainly been a good networking opportunity."

Former ITV Westcountry presenter Mark Tyler set up Sound and Vision Media two months ago and moved into Basepoint two weeks ago.

He said: "It's making that little bridge between a home business and an established business with its own offices.

"It's very flexible so if things don't work out or if they take off you can leave and move into a bigger office."
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