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JUMPING FOR THE RAINBOW

Most people look at doing sponsored walks, maybe lying in a bath of baked beans or even
shaving their heads when wanting to raise some much needed funds for a charity. So why would
someone who is scared of heights and hates flying want to throw herself out of an aeroplane,
albeit strapped to someone who just happens to have a parachute on their back?

Well, this is exactly what Kerry Loughrey, the assistant manager at Gosport Business Centre,
decided to do to raise funds for the Rainbow Centre in Fareham.

What started off as a casual request ended up being an immense personal challenge for Kerry
and as the day of the jump got closer it was obvious that the realisation of what she had let
herself into was beginning to sink in, but the amount of sponsorship money that had been
pledged kept her going. Organised in conjunction with the Army Parachute Association, the jump
took place at their base in Netheravon on Salisbury Plain in near perfect conditions with just a
little cloud obscuring the view when Kerry did her jump.

Watched by her partner Richard, her parents and Andrew Weston, the centre manager of
Gosport Business Centre, with his wife, Kerry went through the carefully planned briefing and
training that was essential to make her feel at ease and have an enjoyable safe experience.

Climbing to an altitude of 13,000 ft and securely clipped to her instructor Stuart, she exited the
plane for a freefall descent of approximately 35 seconds followed by a gently drop under the
canopy for about five minutes before landing softly and safely in the drop zone.

On completion of the jump Kerry said, ‘That was singularly the most terrifying experience of my
life, but never, ever again! However, | am so glad | went through with it and delighted to have
raised much needed funds for the Rainbow Centre’.

Basepoint Business Centres provide a wide range of high quality office space and workshops
designed for all kinds of small to medium-sized businesses.

Thanks to our easy-in easy-out licence agreement, companies are free to stay as long as they like
- or leave with as little as two weeks’ notice. They can keep a close eye on expenditure with our
simple monthly licence fee, and take advantage of a whole host of additional business
benefits including virtual offices.
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NOTES FOR EDITORS

Basepoint specialises in the development and operation of managed business, innovation and
enterprise centres. These centres provide comprehensive accommodation and support
infrastructure packages to new and early-stage companies within a supportive and secure
environment. The company operates both wholly- and part-owned centres as well as managing
facilities on behalf of public sector bodies. Group operations currently extend across Southern
England and the Midlands, with additional opportunities under assessment across the UK.

Basepoint is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the ACT Foundation, a leading grant-making charity
dedicated to improving the quality of life of those in need. The ACT Foundation derives its income
from a substantial and diversified property portfolio of which Basepoint is a major constituent.
www.basepoint.co.uk

www.theactfoundation.co.uk
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